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PROVINCE OF QUÉBEC 
Ville de Rosemère 
 
A regular meeting of the Council of Commissioners of the Sir Wilfrid Laurier School Board was held 
in the boardroom of the Administration Centre, 235 Montée Lesage, Rosemère, Québec, on 
Wednesday, September 27, 2023, and via videoconference at 19:30, at which were: 
 
Present: Paolo Galati, Chairperson; Commissioners Melissa Wall, Vice-Chairperson; Commissioner 
Bob Pellerin, Alternate Vice-Chairperson; Commissioners Barbara Barrasso, Anick Brunet, Vincent 
Cammisano, James Di Sano and Olivia Landry; Parent Commissioners Chloée Alary, Tara Anderson 
and Stéphane Henley; Frédéric Greschner, Interim Director General. 
 
Also present: Roma Medwid, Interim Assistant Director General; Giovanna Ortona, Interim 
Secretary General and Director of the Legal, Corporate and Communications Department; Robin 
Bennett, Director of Information Resources; Lynda DaSilveira, Director of Pedagogical Services; 
Florence Delorme, Director of School Affairs and School Organization; Michel Dufour, Director of 
Material Resources and Transportation; Stephanie Krenn, Director of Human Resources; Chao Ling 
Pan, Director of Financial Resources; Maxeen Jolin, Coordinator of Communications; and Jocelyne 
Thompson-Ness, Administration Officer. 
 
Absent: Commissioners Melissa Wall, Vice-Chairperson; Karla Abraham Di Francesco and Donna 
Anber. 
 
Guests (In-person): Members of Souvenir Elementary School: Helen Kalipolidis, Prinicpal; Sunday 
Skoufara, Vice-Principal; Jill Davey, Teacher; and Goretti Dematos, Special Education Technician. 
 
Guests (Zoom): Cheryl Smith, Spiritual Care Animator. 
 
 
The Chairperson called the meeting to order welcoming everyone who is viewing the meeting online 
and verified quorum with the interim Secretary General. Quorum has been achieved. 

TIME: 19:32 
 
 

I would like to honour the existence of the First Peoples by acknowledging that the Sir Wilfrid Laurier 
School Board is on the traditional land of the 
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2.0 Recognition 
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4.0 Question Period 
 
The Interim Secretary General and Director of the Legal, Corporate and Communications Department 
explained the parameters of the two question periods of 20 minutes each and drew attention to where 
people online can type in their questions for the second question period.  
 
 
She noted that the second question period is for questions related to agenda items only. Question 
period is not a platform for debate. 
 
 
There are no questions for the first question period. 
 
 
5.0 Report from the Chairperson 
 
The Chaiperson welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the Council of Commissioners for the 
2023-2024 school year noting that he hoped that everyone had had a restful and pleasant summer. 
He went on to present his monthly report noting: 
 
 

• June 22, 2023 
• Attended the Morin Heights Elementary School closing ceremonies with 

Commissioner Donna Anber; 
• Attended the Laurentia Elementary School graduation ceremonies with 

Commissioner Donna Anber and Parent Commissioner Tara Anderson. The 
graduation was especially meaningful for the principal, Karen Moore, who was 
retiring; 

• Attended the Ste-Agathe Academy Graduation of the Class of 2023 with the Interim 
Director General, Commissioner Donna Anber and Parent Commissioners Chloée 
Alary and Tara Anderson; 

• June 29, 2023 – Attended the CDC Pont-Viau Graduation with Commissioner Barbara 
Barrasso, Parent Commissioner Tara Anderson and the Interim Director General. It is 
always an honour to be present at this graduation; 

• July 2-5, 2023 – Attended the Canadian School Boards Association Conference in Banff, 
Alberta. The conference provided a multitude of information on Indigenous education, 
diversity and inclusion. As this report is being made, it is Truth and Reconciliation Week 
and the schools and centres of the Sir Wilfrid Laurier School Board are celebrating and 
taking part in activities that will help build and equitable future; 

• August 2, 2023 – The Québec Superior Court ruled on Bill 40 and in favour of the 
anglophone community as it deemed that there were many elements, especially the right 
to control and manage schools, of the Bill that were unconstitutional. The Québec 
Government is appealing this historic decision that highlights the importance of linguistic 
minorities within the province. This appeal is disappointing because the decision was well 
reasoned, but the anglophone community will continue to fight for its rights; 

• August 16, 2023 – Joined the Management Team at Pinewood Elementary School for 
lunch and spent part of the afternoon in the welcome back workshop; 

• August 25, 2023 – Participated in an interview on CBC Daybreak Montréal on the 
challenges facing school boards and school service centres with the lack of teachers; 

• August 29, 2023 – Met with the députée de Chomedey, Sona Lakhoyan Olivier, concerning 
the Air Cadets in Laval as being the only anglophone group in the area; 
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• August 30, 2023 – It was back to school at Arundel Elementary School and he attended 
with the Interim Director General. While there, he joined students in a basketball game. 
Best of luck to the principal, staff and students for a great 2023-2024 school year; 

• August 31, 2023 – Attended back to school activities with Commissioners Barbara 
Barrass
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• Student Wins: 
• In mid-August, the kindergartens 4 and 5 students received by mail a welcome 

postcard that they could colour and return to the school board; 
• It was really nice to see that at all of the back-to-school celebrations held between 

August 30 and 31, 2023, that he attended with the Chairperson of the Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier School Board and other commissioners, students were genuinely excited to 
return to school; 

• The LSA Homecoming was special in that it was nice to see two of the school board 
high schools supporting each other; 

• Upcoming Dates: 
• The inauguration of the outdoor classroom at Ste-Agathe Academy will take place on 

October 18, 2023. This outdoor classroom was an initiative by a teacher and the CLC 
Coordinator at the school that began before the COVID-



 4130 
 
8.2 Financial Resources 
 
8.2.1 Commissioners’ Remuneration 2023-2024 
 
Commissioner Bob Pellerin noted that in the following resolution the year “2022-2023” in the last 
paragraph of the resolution should read “2023-2024”. 
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WHEREAS in the circumstances where a residual amount is available at the end of the school 
year 2023-2024, that said amount will be distributed equally amongst all the members of the 
council with the exception to the Chair of the Council of Commissioners;  
 
Commissioner Bob Pellerin MOVED THAT, the Council of Commissioners of the Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier School Board adopt the 2023-2024 distribution of the Commissioners’ remuneration, 
as presented in document no. SWLSB-2023/09/27-FR-001, to be paid from July 1, 2023, to 
June 30, 2024. 

Carried unanimously 
 
 
8.3 Material Resources and Transportation 
 
8.3.1 Engagement of Contractor – Snow Removal
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16. Twin Oaks  Gérard Trépanier & Fils  $64,086.00  $64,086.00  
17. Our Lady of Peace  Gérard Trépanier & Fils  $36,339.00  $36,339.00  
18. Lake of Two Mountains  Les Entreprises J. Barbe Inc.  $82,500.00  $88,181.57  
19. Mountainview  Les Entreprises J. Barbe Inc.  $38,400.00  $41,044.51  

M o u n t a i n v i e w
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WHEREAS, for the Laval region, a new school adapted to its special needs students is 
requested;   
  
WHEREAS this new school is essential considering the insufficient space to service the 
students of Crestview Elementary School, most of whom have complex physical, intellectual, 
emotional and social needs;   
  
 
WHEREAS larger classrooms are necessary to properly service these students who require 
many resources and adapted materials;  
  
WHEREAS additional rooms are required to enable the professional staff, including speech-
language pathologists, occupational therapists and psychologists, to properly assist these 
students;   
  
 
WHEREAS Crestview Elementary School lacks a sufficient number of adapted washrooms for 
students requiring specific hygiene measures;  
  
WHEREAS additional sensory rooms are required for students with special needs who often 
use specific materials to practise self-regulation;   
  
 
WHEREAS, in addition to the lack of appropriate space, Crestview Elementary School requires 
major renovations;  
  
WHEREAS Crestview Elementary School would also greatly benefit from a bus lay-by for 
adapted vehicles;  
  
 
WHEREAS both the SWLSB and the Governing Board of Crestview Elementary School have 
indicated to the Ministère de l’Éducation du Québec (MEQ), via their respective resolutions, 
that Crestview Elementary School has difficulty meeting the needs of the growing number of 
students within its existing facilities; 
  
WHEREAS, for the Laval region, a new school to replace Laval Senior Academy High School 
is requested;  
  
 
WHEREAS this new school is required considering the cost and extensive timeframe needed 
to repair, to bring up to standards and to remove all contaminants within the building;   
  
WHEREAS the project would consist in building a new school on the existing property, followed 
by the demolition of the old one;   
 
 
WHEREAS, one (1) new school is requested in the Laurentides region for sector 6 in order to 
alleviate the current overcrowding at Saint-



 4135 
 
WHEREAS, the PQI 2024-2034 includes the request of the construction of a gymnasium for 
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12.0 Varia 
 
There was no varia. 
 
 
13.0 Adjournment 
 
The Chairperson thanked everyone for being present this evening and wished everyone a great 
2023-2024 school year. 
 
 
Commissioner Anick Brunet MOVED the adjournment of the meeting. 

Carried unanimously 
 
 
TIME:  20:31 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT MEETING → REGULAR → October 25, 2023 

 
 
 
 
 

   
Giovanna Ortona, Interim Secretary General  Paolo Galati, Chairperson 
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